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Looe Community Academy

Sunrising, East Looe, Cornwall PL13 1NQ

Telephone: 01503 262625

Email: enquiries@looe.cornwall.sch.uk

www.looe.cornwall.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mr S Yalden BSc (Hons)
Our Ref:  KJA/SYA
4 October 2023
Important Notice: GCSE Mock Exams Starting in November
Dear Parent/Carer

We would like to inform you about a significant milestone in your child's education – the GCSE mock exams, scheduled to commence at the start of November.

These mock exams play a pivotal role in preparing our students for the challenges of their actual GCSEs. They provide a valuable opportunity for our students to assess their progress, identify areas for improvement, and refine their exam strategies.

To support your child in this endeavour, we have put in place a range of resources and assistance:

1. Year 11 Revision day led by experts from Inner Drive on Thursday 12 October, more information can be found here: https://www.innerdrive.co.uk/workshop-type/student-workshops/ 

2. Key Stage 4 Revision Space in the Library

Our school library will be open every lunchtime for KS4 students, providing them with a quiet and conducive space to focus on their revision. We encourage your child to utilise this resource for effective exam preparation.

3. Tutor Support

Our dedicated team of tutors is readily available to offer guidance and support. Your child can reach out to them for academic assistance and advice to enhance their understanding of subjects.

4. Access Arrangements and Special Educational Needs (SEND) provision

If your child has concerns about access arrangements during exams, please encourage them to speak to their tutor, who will liaise with our Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) to ensure appropriate accommodations are in place.

5. Revision Timetable Guidance

For effective exam preparation, it's crucial to manage time efficiently. If your child needs advice on creating a well-structured revision timetable, our teachers and tutors are available to guide them through the process. We have attached ‘Top Tips for Planning Revision’ for you to read.

6. We are also pleased to announce our Positive Futures Evening on Thursday 12 October. During this event, our dedicated staff will be available to provide guidance on assisting your child in preparing for exams, offering valuable tips and strategies for success.

Please find attached the guidelines schools have been provided regarding exam administration, rules, and regulations. Please also find attached the mock exam timetable for Year 10 and 11 that commences in November.

We urge you to motivate and encourage your child to take full advantage of these resources and opportunities. With your support and their determination, we believe they can excel in these mock exams and set a strong foundation for their future academic achievements. Parental involvement can add 4 months progress for a child.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership in your child's education.
Yours faithfully
Kate Jackman 

Deputy Headteacher and SENCO

Top Tips for Planning Revision for Examinations


Planning revision for GCSEs is a crucial step towards success. Here's researched advice to help a child plan their GCSE revision effectively:
1. Understand the Exam Syllabus

Ensure your child is familiar with the exam syllabus, topics, and structure for each subject. This helps in targeting specific areas for revision.

2. Create a Revision Timetable

Help your child create a detailed revision timetable, allocating specific time blocks for each subject and topic. Make sure to include breaks for relaxation and leisure activities.

3. Prioritise Weaker Areas

Encourage your child to focus more on topics they find challenging or have struggled with in the past. Allocate more revision time to these areas.

4. Active Learning Techniques

Advocate for active learning techniques such as summarising notes, creating flashcards, teaching concepts to others, and practicing past papers. These methods enhance understanding and retention.

5. Variety in Study Techniques

Suggest a variety of study techniques like reading, watching educational videos, using online platforms, group discussions, and practicing problems. Mixing study methods keeps learning engaging and effective.

6. Regular Review and Recap

Encourage your child to regularly review and recap what they've studied. Spaced repetition aids in memory retention and reinforces understanding.

7. Practice Past Papers

Advise your child to practice past papers under exam conditions to simulate the exam environment. This helps them understand the format and style of questions.

8. Healthy Lifestyle

Promote a healthy lifestyle with adequate sleep, a balanced diet, and regular physical exercise. A well-rested and healthy mind is crucial for effective revision.

9. Manage Stress and Anxiety

Teach your child stress management techniques such as deep breathing, mindfulness, or yoga to keep stress and anxiety levels in check during the revision period.

10. Reward System

Encourage a reward system where your child gets a treat or break after completing a revision goal. This motivates them to stay focused and productive.

11. Consult Teachers for Guidance

Suggest your child reach out to their teachers for clarification or additional guidance on complex topics. Teacher assistance can enhance understanding and confidence.

12. Simulate Exam Conditions

Encourage your child to practice revision under exam conditions, including timing and environment. This helps in familiarizing them with the exam setting.

13. Set Realistic Goals

Assist your child in setting achievable short-term and long-term goals for their revision. Celebrate their progress as they reach these milestones.

14. Stay Positive and Encouraging

Offer words of encouragement, support, and positivity throughout the revision period. Positive reinforcement boosts confidence and motivation.

Remember, every child is unique, so tailor these approaches to suit your child's learning style and preferences. Providing emotional support and understanding their needs is equally important during this challenging time
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